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THE PRACTICE OF GIVING
OUT GREEN PACKETS IS AN
ADAPTATION OF THE MUSLIM
RELIGIOUS DUTY OF ZAKAT,
WHERE IT IS OBLIGATORY
TO DONATE PART OF ONE'S
INCOME TO CHARITY.

Pushing the
ENVELOP

ORIGINALLY GIVEN OUT AMONG
THE CHINESE, HONG BAOS HAVE
CROSSED CULTURAL BORDERS

IN SINGAPORE, WITH INDIAN AND P D R
MALAY EQUIVALENTS TOO. i HONG BAO TODAY

FEATURE A RANGE OF
DECORATIVE MOTIFS

THE CHINESE TRADITION of presenting

children with money over the Lunar New GIVE AND TAKE
Year festive period dates back to nearly During the Lunar New Year, hong bao
_KGXY :NK VXGIZOIK XYae WWerY Kd older generation to
popularity in the 12" century, during the the younger. This occurs after the latter DI]) YOU KNOW?
Song Dynasty. However, it was only have presented them with a pair of Regardless of tradition, it is
towards the end of the 1800s that this oranges, coupled with well-wishes. considered EXTREMELY RUDE
money was placed in red envelopes. For instance, parents will give hong bao to open the packet of money
to their children. Among peers and in front of the giver. Recipients
COLOURFUL ASSOCIATIONS relatives of the same generation, should also not display too
Among the Chinese, bright red is the colour only those who are married need give much eagerness at getting
associated with good luck. The envelopes hong bao to the younger children of R
are typically embossed with other their friends and family members. RQ H, DV ,L W GRHVEQRW UHa
auspicious symbols as well, such as  and Singles get to sit out on this tradition. on their upbringing.

7 (the Chinese characters for ‘auspicious’
and ‘good luck’ respectively), for example. A SINGAPOREAN PRACTICE

These red packets have become known The tradition of gifting money in coloured handed out by Muslim hosts to guests
as hong bao in Mandarin (or ang pao envelopes is also practised by Malay J[XOTM ZNK LKYZO\K@YKGYUT
among Hokkien-speakers), and they Muslims in Singapore. The envelopes In the past, the green envelopes were
are also handed out at other auspicious prepared by families during Hari Raya given to visitors who were less-fortunate;
occasions such as weddings and birthdays. 'OJOR ZX0O GXK MXKKT GY M XKIKyTth€&) ¥rex)iveOts dhlixez & BIZ
=KJJOTM hong bao typically feaiure colour in Islam. It is believed to have backgrounds who come to share in
the 'double happiness' character. been the favourite colour of the Prophet the celebrations.

Muhammad, and these envelopes are Singapore Indians, too have typically
FIGURE IT OUT given and received monetary gifts

There are several traditions dictating
the amount of money that the
NUTM@ HG U should contain: the ¢
should always be of an even number,
as these are regarded as lucky.

:NK M[XK S[YZ TK\KX O1
number four. This is considered

most unlucky as it sounds similar

to the Mandarin word for ‘death’.

during Deepavali, the Festival of Lights,
as well as on other special occassions.

lore recently, though, they have started

ianding cash out in envelopes, albeit

ynes that are purple or yellow. There are

TU ~KJ X[RKY ZNGZ MU\KXT ZN
receiver. An elderly relative could present
a monetary gift to young adults or visiting
children, while working adults may give

OZ ZU ZNKOX VGXKTZY UX@INO

YELLOW IS REGARDED AS AN AUSPICIOUS
COLOUR BY HINDUS, WHILE PURPLE IS
ASSOCIATED WITH FEELINGS OF PEACE AND CALM
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nown popularly as the ‘Punjabi
suit', the salwar kameez has
evolved into myriad forms over
the years, particularly in South
Asia. What remains unchanged about the
salwar kameez however, is its functionality,
style and comfort. It is perhaps this
versatility that has led to the broadening
appeal of this traditional outfit among
wearers of all races in Singapore.

The two-piece outfit is made up of a pair of
loose pants (salwar) and a tunic (kameez),
often times paired with a scarf (dupatta)
draped across the chest and neck or over
a shoulder. The tunic of the salwar kameez
is typically long and loose-fitting, and
embellished with embroidery most often
on the sleeves, hem and side slits.

History

The traditional costume of the Punjabis of
northwest India, the salwar kameez's origins
can be traced back to the Mughals, the
Muslim rulers of India from the 16" to 19t
centuries. The salwar kameez later became
the ethnic outfit of the Punjab region and
rose in popularity throughout the country.
Women favoured it for its ease of wear

and mobility offered.

Noelle Tan
in her salwar
kameez

ensemble

Going Global

After World War Il, many Punjabi women came
to Singapore to join their husbands who were
working here, bringing with them their brand
of fashion to the local Indian community.
Comfortable, affordable and flattering to the
figure, the salwar kameez — particularly the
kameez portion — has since been adopted by
women of other ethnic groups. The Bollywood
film industry can also be thanked for giving
the outfit a global platform. <

DID YOU
KNOW?

THE SALWAR KAMEEZ |S THE OUTFIT OF CHOICE,
NOT ONLY FOR PUNJABI WOMEN BUT OTHERS
AS WELL, THANKS TO ITS COMFORT AND STYLE.

Among Singaporean fans of the salwar kameez is public
relations professional Noelle Tan, who married into a
Punjabi family in 2013, and owns about 15 sets. Ms Tan
ploughs through websites for design ideas, and then
works with her tailor to create the looks she wants, in
terms of cut and style. Depending on the fabric used,
‘the salwar kameez is versatile and can be worn on both
casual and formal occasions, such as weddings or visits
to the Gurdwara (Sikh temple),” she says.

Unsurprisingly, the salwar kameez's traditional
style has also evolved and taken on influences from
Singapore’s other cultures. For instance, a more oriental
look can be achieved by tailoring it from chinoiserie-
patterned material, and adding a Chinese-style high
collar to the tunic. The kameez can also be paired with
jeans, pants, skirts and tights, and feature sleeves of
varying lengths. It can also be sleeveless. Ms Tan's own
collection includes designs that feature flowers, polka
dots and graphic prints. ‘| even have one that has an
orchid motif, which is very Singaporean!” she says.

SINCE THE 1990s, THE SALWAR KAMEEZ HAS BECOME
A HIGH-FASHION OUTFIT MADE EVEN MORE POPULAR
AFTER STYLE ICONS SUCH AS DIANA, THE LATE
PRINCESS OF WALES; CHERIE BOOTH, THE WIFE OF
FORMER BRITISH PRIME MINISTER TONY BLAIR; TALK
SHOW HOST OPRAH WINFREY; AND MORE RECENTLY
MODEL KENDALL JENNER, WORE IT.
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TAKE ALOOK AT THE
FOLLOWING PHOTOS.
CAN YOU GUESS WHICH
RELIGIOUS BUILDINGS
ARE FEATURED IN THEM?

Built 1842, this is the oldest
Taoist temple in Singapore.

The oldest mosque in
Singapore was built in 1826.

Singapore’'s largest cathedral
is a stellar example of colonial-
era architecture.

THE ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS CAN BE FOUND IN THIS ISSUE

1. In Dr Ho Chee Lick's view, his paintings serve to highlight

Singapore as

2. True or false: people of all faiths are welcome to partake in a
fast-breaking meal at a mosque during the month of Ramadan.

3. What does the rising smoke from burning incense signify to Taoists?

4. Regardless of tradition, name any one habit that a person should
never do when receiving a coloured packet containing money?

5. According to Baha'i beliefs, what is the
relationship between science and religion?
(a) complementary

(b) contradictory

(c) they are mutually exclusive

Love taking photos of traditional
architecture? Why not share
your own snapshots of
interesting religious/cultural
buildings on IRCC's
Facebook page. Be sure to ‘Like’
the page at the same time
and join the IRCC community!
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SEND IN
YOUR ANSWERS

(in the format “1. ANSWER, 2.
ANSWER, etc”) via our Facebook
page by sending a private message
or mail in your answers to the below
address by 29 February 2016.

5 lucky winners with all the
correct answers will each win

UNIQGIFT vouchers
worth $20!

IRCC Newsletter Editorial Committee c/o
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth
Community Relations and Engagement Division
140 Hill Street #02-00 Singapore 179369

* UNIQGIFT vouchers can be used at the following stores Robinsons, Marks & Spencer, John Little, Coast, Oasis, Cold Storage, Market Place,
Jasons, Giant, 7-Eleven, Swensen’s, Best Denki. More information at http://www.uniqgiftvouchers.com

A) Thian Hock Keng Temple

B) Sultan Mosque
C) St Andrew's Cathedral

Answers:



